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Task 1. Read the text and choose the correct answers. (3p/0.3 each)
Is overtourism pricing locals out?

If you have ever tried to enjoy a picturesque old town, only to find it full of souvenir shops, short-term
rentals, and restaurants with menus in five languages, you have most likely experienced overtourism. If you
have ever seen graffiti reading ‘Tourists go home’, you have definitely seen how serious the issue has
become. In recent years, travelling has become easier than ever. Rarely have so many people travelled so
often, and as more flats are turned into holiday rentals, prices go up, making it harder and harder for locals to
live in the city centre. ‘Where are all the Amsterdamers?’ I asked an underground worker during a visit to
Amsterdam, a city | had lived in 20 years earlier as an exchange student, but which I now barely recognised.
‘We can’t afford to live here anymore,’ he replied.

This problem is no longer limited to one or two famous destinations like Barcelona or Amsterdam. It
has become a global issue that affects many of the world’s most popular cities. Locals often say their
neighbourhoods no longer feel like home, and in many cases, they are no longer home at all. Small local
shops disappear, replaced by souvenir stores, fast-food chains, and holiday rentals. Ironically, people travel
to experience the local atmosphere of places where the only people around are other tourists. The more
popular a city becomes, the farther residents are forced to move from the centre. Authenticity and
community life are replaced by soulless theme-park areas designed for visitors.

Not surprisingly, many locals have started to push back. In several popular destinations, protests
against overtourism are now hard to miss. Demonstrators carry signs telling tourists to go home; they tell
visitors in cafés and on beaches — or rather yell at them — to leave; balconies display banners against short-
term rentals; and graffiti has appeared on walls blaming tourists for rising prices. Local governments say
tourism brings jobs and money. Still, residents argue that authorities could have limited the impact of
tourism and might have avoided much of the anger if they had acted earlier. Instead, in many cities, tourism
was allowed to grow without limits, and by the time officials reacted, the damage had already been done.
Now the debate is everywhere: how do you protect the local community without killing the industry that
keeps the city alive?

Some cities have already started to act. Venice has introduced entry fees for day visitors, Barcelona
has raised tourist taxes and plans to remove tourist apartment licences, Amsterdam has limited short-term
rentals, and other destinations have introduced tourist taxes or visitor limits. These measures are a step in the
right direction, but they rarely give locals a ticket back to the neighbourhoods they have already been forced
to leave. The hope is that those who remain will not be the next to go.

1. What is the main reason the writer mentions Amsterdam in the first paragraph?
A. To recommend it as a travel destination.

B. To explain why exchange students enjoy living there.

C. To provide a personal example of the effects of overtourism.

D. To compare it with Barcelona.

2. According to the text, why are many local people leaving city centres?

A. They prefer living in quieter suburbs.

B. Housing has become too expensive.

C. There are fewer job opportunities.

D. The cities have become too polluted.

3. What does the writer suggest has happened to many traditional neighbourhoods?
A. They have become more culturally diverse.

B. They have been successfully protected by local governments.

C. They have lost much of their original character.

D. They have attracted more permanent residents.



4. In the sentence "Ironically, people travel to experience the local atmosphere...”", why is the situation
described as ironic?

A. Tourists usually avoid city centres.

B. Local people enjoy living among tourists.

C. Visitors search for authentic places that are no longer truly local.

D. Most tourists dislike traditional neighbourhoods.

5. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a form of protest against overtourism?
A. Displaying banners on balconies.

B. Painting graffiti on walls.

C. Organising free walking tours.

D. Telling tourists to leave.

6. According to the text, why do residents criticise local authorities?
A. They introduced tourist taxes too early.

B. They ignored the problem until it became serious.

C. They encouraged people to move away.

D. They closed local businesses.

7. What is the main challenge discussed in the third paragraph?

A. How to attract more international visitors.

B. How to improve public transport.

C. How to balance tourism with the needs of local communities.

D. How to reduce unemployment.

8. What does the phrase "'the damage had already been done’ suggest?
A. The buildings had become unsafe.

B. The negative effects were already difficult to reverse.

C. Tourists had left the city.

D. Local governments had lost all their money.

9. Which measure has Amsterdam introduced according to the text?
A. An entry fee for all visitors.

B. A complete ban on tourists.

C. Limits on short-term rentals.

D. A ban on souvenir shops.

10. What is the writer's overall attitude towards overtourism?

A. It is mostly beneficial for cities.

B. It is unavoidable and should not be controlled.

C. It creates serious problems that require careful solutions.

D. It mainly affects tourists rather than residents.
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Task 2. Complete the text with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. (6p/0.3 each) S
A) My family have 1) (buy) some land in southern France
recently. They 2) (build) a summer house there at the moment.
B) Andy and Mary 3) (go) to a concert tomorrow night. They 4)

(look forward to) it the whole week.
C) My car5) (break) down when | 6)
(drive) home from work. 1 7) (fix) itif |




8) (know) what was wrong. But I didn’t, so | 9)

(have) to take it to the garage.
D) Mrs Smith said that one day she 10) (retire) from

teaching. She said that she 11) (spend) her new free time
learning about computers.

E) 112) (not sleep) at all last night. Someone

13) (listen) to music all night.

F) The judge sentenced the man to eight years in prison because he
14) (rob) a bank.

G) They 15) (stand) in the queue for over an hour when

the manager 16) (tell) them that there were no more tickets.
H) She 17) (not see) her father since he

18) (start) to work in Marseille two years ago.

I) Linda phoned and explained that she 19) (not can) to

come to the party the next day because she 20) (be) still sick.
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Task 3. Report the following statements. (2.5p/0.5 each)
1. The coach said, "Don't forget to warm up before the match."

2. Tom asked me, "Have you ever visited London?"
3. My father explained, "The shop closed an hour ago."
4. Emma said to her friends, "I am studying for my final exams this week."

5. The police officer asked the driver, "Were you using your phone while driving?"
2.5

Task 4. Make the sentences passive. (2.5p/0.5 each)
1. The chef has prepared the meals for the guests.

2. They were repairing the bridge when the accident happened.
3. The company is developing a new mobile app.
4. The principal will announce the exam results tomorrow.

5. Has anyone cleaned the windows yet?

2.5



Task 5. Make up new words from the words in brackets to complete the sentences.
(4p/0.5 each)
Many people dream of becoming explorers, but successful expeditions require careful

planning and excellent 1 (ORGANISE). Before setting off, the
team carried out a detailed 2 (ASSESS) of the possible risks.
Thanks to modern technology, communication with the outside world is much more 3

(RELY) than it was in the past. However, unexpected weather
conditions can still create serious 4 (DIFFICULT). The
expedition leader praised the team's 5 (DETERMINE), which

helped them overcome several challenges. Although the journey was physically demanding,
the participants described it as an 6 (VALUE) learning

experience. Their discoveries made an important 7

(CONTRIBUTE) to scientific research, and the final report was widely admired for its 8

(ACCURATE).
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Task 6. Choose the correct option to complete the sentences. (2p/0.25 each)
1. The manager refused to responsibility for the mistake.

a) take b) make c) do
2. We were advised to the possibility of delays before travelling.

a) allow for b) count on c) rely on
3. His explanation was so that nobody questioned it.

a) persuaded b) convincing c) reliable
4. The scientist warned that the results should be treated with

a) carelessness  b) attention C) caution
5. The conference was cancelled the lack of interest.

a) because b) due to c) although
6. I don't with people who think money is the most important thing in life.

a) agree b) approve C) support
7. The new shopping centre has had a significant on small local businesses.

a) result b) effect C) consequence
8. Despite several setbacks, the team in completing the project.

a) achieved b) managed c) succeeded
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